LEADERSHIP AT THE PERIPHERIES

LEADERSHIP IN TURBULENT TIMES - REFLECTION
I ask for what I
desire as we begin
this topic

I pray that my entire
being become open
to God's grace

I imagine these texts
being addressed to me,
and note my response

Grace: that we may find peace and purpose to lead in the midst of turbulence
On that day, when evening had come, he said to them, ‘Let us go across to the other side.’
And leaving the crowd behind, they took him with them in the boat, just as he was. Other
boats were with him. A great gale arose, and the waves beat into the boat, so that the boat
was already being swamped. But he was in the stern, asleep on the cushion; and they
woke him up and said to him, ‘Teacher, do you not care that we are perishing?’ He woke
up and rebuked the wind, and said to the sea, ‘Peace! Be still!’ Then the wind ceased, and
there was a dead calm. He said to them, ‘Why are you afraid? Have you still no faith?’ And
they were filled with great awe and said to one another, ‘Who then is this, that even the
wind and the sea obey him?’
Jesus Stills a Storm - Mark 4:35-41

“The Society is exactly the same as it was then and in spite of this it has undergone
external changes. But the essential elements have not changed. The Society is exactly the
same. Precisely, the 32nd General Congregation recently concluded studied this important
theme of the adaptation of the Society’s identity to the world of today. And we find that,
preserving the essential characteristics and without changing an iota in them we have
actually introduced a number of changes in externals. To one who regards exterior
appearances only, the Society may seem an altogether different one; but the Society is the
same. The fact is that the world has changed; hence, from this point of view, we must
change at least at the rhythm of the changing world, if we wish to be of service to others as
we should.”
“An Hour with Father Arrupe” (1975)

QUESTIONS FOR REFLECTION
When everything is changing, what grounds me? Where do I draw energy and peace?
What
makes
all
this
worth
it?
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